
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

  

Editor: Mark Little – Rotary Club of Norwich St Edmund, England 

Human Rights Watch has 
reported its concern about 
the growing trend in 
Pakistan of Christian girls 
being lured into fake 
marriages with Chinese 
men for the purpose of 
sexual exploitation.  

Parents in poor Christian 

 Good News: Lebanese Minister vows to change  labour system   

For decades migrant 
domestic workers in the 
Lebanon, have suffered 
widespread abuse, sexual 
assault and violence at 
the hands of their 
employers.  

The underlying cause of 
this rampant exploitation 
is the continued existence 
of the notorious Kafala 
system, which currently 
ensures that no worker 
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Bad News:  Pakistani Christians girls trafficked into China  

The practice of smuggling 
“brides” to China from 
other Asian countries has 
become well established 
in recent years; a hang-
over from Beijing’s one-
child policy that skewed 
the gender balance of the 
population in favour of 
men. 
 

families are being pressur-
ized to offer up their 
daughters to Chinese men 
at a rate that has boomed 
since last year, with 
members of the clergy 
complicit in the smuggling 
operations and sometimes 
helping brokers scout for 
young brides. 

can leave the country 
without the permission of 
their employer.  

The system which is 
common across the Middle 
East, creates a vast power 
imbalance between the 
worker and the employer, 
which enables the abuse.  

In spite of years of efforts 
by campaigners to stop the 
practice, the system has 

proven remarkably 
resilient in the Lebanon.    

But the country’s new 
Minister of Labour – an 
internationally renowned 
lawyer with no 
background in politics - 
has vowed to reform the 
labour system. In an 
interview with the 
Independent he likens the 
system to “modern day 
slavery” 

 

“A community that allows slavery in its 
midst, is sick to its core” 
                                      

                                          (Kevin Bales)  

Another Pakistani bride 

set for China 

 

 

Good News: Typhoo agrees to reveal its tea sources 
    

Concerned about the poor working conditions faced by the labourers on the tea 
estates in Assam, India, Traidcraft Exchange instigated a campaign in 2018 inviting  
the six major brands, which together have 67% of the retail market, to publish which 
tea estates they are buying from, in order to build transparency as a first step to 
bringing accountability for the working conditions endured by the tea collectors. By the 
end of January 2019, five of the companies (Yorkshire Tea, Twinings, Tetley, Clipper 
and PG Tips (part of Unilever) had published their full list of teas suppliers. In April, 
Typhoo finally pledged to follow suit. 
 

The kafala system is 

operated in several 

countries in the Middle 

East. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Rotarians against Slavery 

 

Under the UK Modern 
Slavery Act, the Home 
Office is required to 
provide safe housing, 
counselling and financial 
support for 45 days to 
people who have been 
formally identified as 
victims of slavery or 
trafficking.  
 
However, a High Court 
judge in the UK has 

Good News: UK High Court rules in favour of victims 
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suspended the existing  
policy which  cuts off after 
six weeks all statutory 
support to slavery victims 
in the UK, ruling that it 
risks causing “irreparable 
harm to very vulnerable 
individuals”. 
 
The Home Office must 
now immediately extend 
the period of assistance to 
all slavery and trafficked 

victims requiring support 
in the UK, estimated to be 
about 600 people, over 
the next few months.  

Duncan Lewis, the law 
firm that challenged the 
Home Office’s 45-day 
policy in court, said 
Wednesday’s ruling would 
allow victims more time to 
recover from their ordeal. 

                   RAGAS associated events in May  
  

End Human Trafficking Conference in DC  – 7 May 2019 
 
On the 7

th
 May 2019,  corporate and government leaders shared serious yet hopeful 

work at the Conference, “Working Together to End Human Trafficking,” in 
Washington DC sponsored by international law firm Jones Day and the Rotarian 
Action Group Against Slavery.  Conversation among panelists and guests focused on 
co-operation to take the fight against human trafficking/modern slavery to the next 
level. The vast range of speakers and audience participants also underscored the 
fact that human trafficking affects every aspect of our lives so we all must take action 
to end it and prevent further injustice. 

 
In Annex A Carol Metzker from the One World Rotary E Club gives us an insightful 
account of the corporate and governmental responses of how best we should be 
tackling the problem of modern slavery. 

 

Anti-Slavery Symposium in Nottingham – 11
th

 May 2019 
 
Following a candlelight vigil on the 10

th
May, the Rotary in Great Britain and Ireland 

Conference set aside half a day on the 11
th
 May in Nottingham to shine a light on 

slavery with the considerable help of the University of Nottingham’s Rights Lab -  the 
world’s first large scale research platform for ending slavery.  

The theme of the Symposium, which was chaired by Rtn Caroline Evans from the 
Rotary Club of Norwich St Edmund, was “Ending Slavery in Our Communities”. After 
an introduction by RIBI President Debbie Hodge, the keynote address was delivered 
by Shaun Sawyer, the Chief Constable of Devon and Cornwall who is the UK 
National Lead for Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking. The Symposium was then 
addressed by RI President Barry Rassin, followed by eminent speakers from the 
Rights Lab, Hope for Justice, the Gangmasters & Labour Abuse Authority, Freedom 
United and RAGAS.  

Stephen Sypula, Vice Chair of RAGAS provides further information and comment on 
the Symposium in Annex B  of the Newsletter.          

 

Above: At the Conference in DC. 

 

Below: With RI President Barry 

and RIBI President Debbie in 

Nottingham   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

This Newsletter has 
previously reported  about 
the trafficking of young 
girls from countries such 
as Myanmar, Cambodia, 
Vietnam and Laos into 
China and forced to marry 
to plug the gender gap 
incubated by China’s 
three decades long one 
child policy. 
 
Human Rights Watch says 
that desperation has seen 
brokers now expanding 
into Pakistan as well. In a 
statement, the Group has 
called on China and 
Pakistan to act in the face 
of “increasing evidence 
that Pakistani women and 
girls are at risk of sexual 
slavery in China”. One 
activist has estimated that 
some 800 to 1,000 girls 
have been “married” off in 
the past six months or so.   
 
Parents receive several 
thousand dollars. They 
are told that their new 
sons-in-law are wealthy 
Chinese Christians. But 
most of the men are 
neither wealthy nor 
Christian.  
 
Our RAGAS Coordinator 
in Pakistan, Munir Ahmed 
Tanoli has contributed an 
article providing further 
information about the 
situation in Pakistan. His 
article is on page 4. 
 
Last October we reported 
on the Kafala system in 
Qatar which was being 
used to exploit workers 
building the football 
stadiums in Qatar for the 
2022 football World Cup.  

In the Lebanon, there are 
an estimated 250,000 

Rotarians against Slavery 

Editorial 
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migrant domestic workers, 
Most of them originate 
from Ethopia, the 
Philippines, Bangladesh 
and Sri Lanka.  

The majority are from 
impoverished back-
grounds and work in 
private households, to 
send money back home to 
their families. When they 
arrive in Lebanon, many 
find themselves trapped in 
exploitative conditions 
from which they are 
unable to escape. 

It will be interesting to see 
if the new Labour Minister, 
Camille Abousleiman - an 
internationally renowned 
lawyer with no 
background in politics - 
will succeed in his efforts 
to change the system.  
 
In his recent interview with 
the Independent, he 
stated that the system 
needs to be changed and 
that “it is not an 
acceptable system for the 
21

st
 century. It’s a form of 

modern slavery in its 
extreme. There are two 
things: what the rules are, 
and the application. 
Today, for instance, it is 
forbidden to withhold 
someone’s passport, but it 
is being done” 
 
The UK High Court’s 
ruling about the length of 
support for victims of 
modern slavery has been 
welcomed by all activists 
who have, for some time 
now, pointed out that the 
45-day period of 
assistance is insufficient 
time for the victims to 
recover from their trauma 
and to obtain stable 

housing and employment. 
As a consequence, many 
survivors end up on the 
streets or are re-trafficked 
after 45 days.  
 
Many activists are 
supporting a new Modern 
Slavery (Victim Support) 
Bill introduced by Lord 
McCall to the House of 
Lords in 2017 and is now 
being sponsored by Frank 
Field in the House of 
Commons. The Bill seeks 
to grant victims of modern 
slavery the right to remain 
in the country for 12 
months after a person 
receives a positive 
decision identifying them 
as a victim. This would 
extend the minimum 45 
days of support to 410 
days, giving people more 
time to start rebuilding 
their lives.     
 
However, at the moment 
the Government does not 
agree that victims should 
be automatically granted 
leave to remain in the 
country for  the proposed 
length of time on the basis 
that a blanket policy of 
discretionary leave to 
remain risks incentivising 
individuals to make false 
trafficking claims in an 
attempt to fraudulently 
obtain leave or delay 
removal.  
 
If you wish to provide 
support for Lord McCall’s 
Modern Slavery (Victim 
Support) Bill, click on the 
link (see below) provided 
by Freedom United. 
 
Guarantee Support for All 
UK Victims                                    

 (Editorial cont’d on page 4) 

    

https://www.freedomunited.org/advocate/uk-victim-support-bill/
https://www.freedomunited.org/advocate/uk-victim-support-bill/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Rotarians against Slavery 

“There is no trust more sacred 

than the one the world holds with 

children. There is no duty more 

important than ensuring that their 

rights are respected, that their 

welfare is protected, that their 

lives should be free from want and 

fear”  

      (Kofi Annan – UN Secretary 

General  1997/2006) 

Rotarians often ask me   if 
any RAGAS members are 
organizing a volunteer trip 
to work in an anti-slavery 
trafficking shelter.  

Well on page 5 there is an 
article by RAGAS Co-
ordinator David Black, 
who is organizing just 
such a trip next December 
to visit Cambodia and 
then Thailand to work at 
the Rescue Mission for 

                        Editorial (Continued)   
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Children Centre, a shelter 
which I and several other 
Rotarians visited after the 
Bangkok RI Convention.  
 
Included on pages 6/7   is 
an article by RAGAS 
Board member Tony 
Stoke’s slavery aware-
ness visit last February  to 
Cambodia and Thailand 
which was co-hosted by 
RAGAS and STOP THE 
TRAFFIK, AUSTRALIA.. 

On pages 7 and 8 Laura 
Dryjanska provides us with 
her reflections on what it 
means to represent 
RAGAS as an 
International Ambassador 
in Southern California, 
whilst on pages 8 and  9 is 
an article by the CEO of 
Unseen, Andrew Wallis, 
about the work of his anti-
slavery organization which 
operates, inter alia, the 
national Slavery Helpline.  
 

“It is by standing up for the rights of girls 

and women that we truly measure up as 

men”           (Desmond Tutu) 

 

 

 

       Human Trafficking of Pakistant Christian Girls 
            by Munir Ahmed Tanoli, RAGAS Co-ordinator for Pakistan  
                        RC of Rawalpindi, D3240, Pakistan  
 
Illegal matchmaking centres in the country are luring poor Pakistani girls, especially 
Christian girls to marry Chinese men who are either visiting or working in Pakistan. 
The centres produce fake documents of Chinese men showing them either as 
Christians or Muslims. They then find poor girls mainly from the Christian 
community to marry them by offering money and promises of a ‘good life’. 
However, many girls reportedly became victims of human trafficking and forced into 
prostitution. 

A report revealed that middlemen trapped Pakistani girls by promising them 
Rs40,000 (USD 400) monthly besides mobile phones and Chinese visas. A TV 
channel also aired images of several Chinese men with Pakistani women, including 
two teenage girls, at an illegal matchmaking centre in Lahore. 

Thousands of Chinese are now living in Pakistan since the launch of the China 
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CEPEC) project in 2015. Many of them have even 
bought houses and cars in the country. Some Chinese men have ulterior motives 
behind marrying Pakistani girls as they take them to China after marriage and force 
them into prostitution and even sell their organs. 

The local facilitators told the TV channel they would lure families into an agreement 
by saying their would-be Chinese son-in-law was seeking Pakistani citizenship so 
he could invest in the country as part of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
project. 

Roadside banners and posters can also been seen in Youhanabad—the largest 
Christian locality – in Lahore, inviting families to marry their girls with Chinese men. 
The banners read: “Long live Pak-China friendship! Attention honourable 
Christians. Proposals of deserving, poor and good families are urgently required for 
China. Chinese family will bear all expenses. Education is not a problem.” 

However, Chinese Embassy in Islamabad refutes reports of human trafficking of 
Pakistani girls and the sale of organs. But the statement did warn against illegal 
marriages. The Chinese Embassy statement reads: “Both China and Pakistan 
adopt rule of law and firmly oppose human trafficking and sales of human organs”. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Rotarians against Slavery 

Tena Koutou Katoa 
(Greetings, hello to you all!) 
from District 9980 in New 
Zealand. 2019 is shaping up 
to be a great year, and 
everything is coming together 
for a repeat of our 2016 
volunteer trip to Cambodia 
and Thailand. We are in the 
early stages of our planning 
at the moment, but I am 
calling for registrations of 
interest from the members 
and friends of the RAGAS 
network now, as there were 
some who enquired about 
when we were next going 
over after our last trip, and I 
want to ensure all team 
members have plenty of time 
to organise themselves. 
 
Volunteer team members will 
be responsible for organising 
their travel and raising any 
funds required to enable 
them to participate. I 
recommend you go to your 
clubs or districts, and enlist 
their support. This trip will 
provide opportunities for 
hands on activities with 
NGOs working in the anti-
trafficking and slavery 
movement, and will 
personally be an individual 
journey for each of you. 

As with our last volunteer trip 
in 2016, you will be hearing, 
seeing and experiencing 
different aspects of the 
trafficking and slavery 
industry – from meeting 
NGOs leading the fight, to 
those who are proactively 
identifying highly vulnerable 
and at-risk children and 
providing them with care and 
education to minimise the 
risk, and others still who are 
caring for and rehabilitating 
those who have unfortunately 
been exposed to various 
forms of slavery and abuse.  

You will be meeting the most 
amazing children, including 
many who have been born 

        Project Starfish – 2019 Volunteer Opportunity 

 

 

 

Refurbished bathroom in older girls 

Dormitory at  Rescue Mission. 
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stateless, and some of whom 
are coming from situations 
where they have no one who 
can care for and protect 
them. You will hear the 
stories of survivors who have 
been rescued and 
rehabilitated to take control 
of their lives and through 
their own personal 
experiences are able to use 
their stories to help others at 
risk. You will learn how one 
remarkable and inspirational 
woman’s strength and 
determination to protect her 
own people from slavery and 
the ultimate harm that 
shaped her life and future, is 
now helping other children to 
be protected from similar 
fates. 

This is not for everyone, and 
it is a very personal and 
emotional journey, but that is 
also the best part of the 
experience. With your own 
first-hand observations and 
insights into how slavery and 
trafficking impact the people 
and communities we are 
going to be visiting, you are 
then coming home as a 
pebble – empowered to 
create a ripple effect across 
your own communities, 
family, friends and 
colleagues by sharing your 
story and inspiring action by 
others. 

It is difficult to put into words 
how this trip will affect you, 
as we all deal with things in 
different ways, but it is a 
unique experience, and if you 
are ready to step outside 
your comfort zone, and open 
your mind and heart to what 
we are doing, your lives will 
be enriched, and your 
passion will also positively 
affect those we are engaging 
with. 

The draft itinerary is included 
in Annex C to the Newsletter 

I need to have the team 
finalised by 30

th
 June so 

arrangements can be made 
with the NGOs we are 
working with, and also to 
arrange accommodation and 
co-ordinate our in-country 
flights together. This will 
enable accurate budget costs 
to be confirmed, but as a 
starting point, our 2016 team 
each raised approx. $3,000 
each. I am hoping the cost 
will come in under this figure, 
as we are not going to 
Bangkok on this trip, however 
team members are free to 
arrange to stay over in 
Bangkok once we get back 
there on our way home. Last 
trip we booked “twin share” 
rooms at various locations, 
which halved the accommod-
ation costs, but we will book 
whatever is preferred by 
team members. 

If you would like to be 
involved as a team member, 
or if your club would like to 
help support our project work 
fundraising, please contact 
me at: 
projectstarfishnz@gmail.com  
The team will be limited to 
around 24 members, so if 
you are interested, please let 
me know as soon as 
possible. 

Post-Trip - it will be very 
important we keep in contact 
and share our experiences of 
the trip. While we go as a 
team, our journey is an 
individual one, and one we 
need to share with others in 
order to generate ongoing 
support for the anti-slavery 
work of the NGOs we engage 
with. This is where everything 
you have done starts to really 

play a big part in our work 
in the fight to end the 
trafficking and enslave-
ment of innocent young 
children. 

             (by David Black, RAGAS coordinator for Oceania & SE Asia 

                     Rotary Club of Dunedin Central, D9980, New Zealand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Our 2016 team members who 

participated in the marathon  

 

Below: laundry drying area at Rescue 

Mission for Children Centre needs a new 

roof. 
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           Eyes wide open: Slavery awareness tour of Cambodia and Thailand 
                 (by Tony Stokes, RAGAS Director, RC of Box Hill Central, D9810, Australia 

 

 

 

 

Robyn and I were sitting in an open-air restaurant in Phnom Penh enjoying the greenery scattered around inside the 
high roofed venue and the few strategically placed fans providing a cooling breeze on the warm Cambodian evening, 
when I looked up from our table near the front of the restaurant and saw a sight across the street that shocked me. A 
photo of the scene is included at the end of this article. 

The little girl in the cart with the rubbish was probably no more than 3 years old, about the same age as our 
granddaughter. This image did two things for me; firstly it brought into sharp contrast the reality of life in Cambodia as 
illustrated by the two modern vehicles next to her hand cart. It is a land of stark contrasts with modern restaurants 
and street stalls, luxury cars competing with bicycles, motor bikes and tuk-tuks for space on the crowded streets, 
coffee shops and open-air markets, the rich and the poor side-by-side. But secondly, it left me wondering what would 
be her future? Would she get an education, or would she become a child labourer, or possibly be sold into sexual 
exploitation and slavery? Her mother or carer was across the street in front of our restaurant rummaging through 
rubbish bins looking for scraps of cardboard, plastic bottles and metal cans she could sell for a few riel (the local 
currency which is worthless to the extent that virtually all transactions are conducted in USD), so the former was 
unlikely and either of the latter two far more likely. It served to remind us of why we were there. 

Robyn and I were participating in the EYES WIDE OPEN: Slavery Awareness Tour to Cambodia and Thailand co-
hosted by RAGAS and STOP THE TRAFFIK Australia last February. The focus of the trip was to learn about the 
causes and effects of modern slavery and trafficking in those countries and to experience some examples of the 
prevention work local groups and NGOs are engaging in. We met people whose lives have been directly affected by 
trafficking, and spent time with, and heard stories from, those working on the ground to protect those who are 
vulnerable or had suffered trauma as a result of their experiences.  

While the tour was open to all Rotarians, Robyn and I were the only Rotarians to participate. The team visited the 
Killing Fields as well as the Toul Sleng Prison on day 1 to provide the background to the trauma and dysfunction 
Cambodia is still experiencing 40 years after the overthrow of the Khmer Rouge regime, especially as it plays out in 
family violence and abuse of women and children. These in turn, contribute to the high incidence of child labour and 
sex trafficking in the country, 
 
On the positive side, we spent time with 7 organizations in 3 days, all doing amazing work to make a difference. This 
included vocational training, providing education, advocacy, rehabilitation, trauma counselling and medical support, 
collaborating with Government agencies, other NGOs and churches to provide mentoring, mobilizing and resourcing, 
especially of young people and research into best practice, eg community-based care instead of institutional care; 
addressing orphanage tourism which can lead to child trafficking 
 
We were particularly impressed with the work of Hagar in Cambodia. They are clearly leading best-practice, 
especially in trauma after-care, and provide an excellent model for other organizations to follow. They also 
understand the benefits of working collaboratively with other organizations and partnering with the Government, 
despite its frequent frustrations.                                                              See https://hagarinternational.org/cambodia  

After a brief stop-over in Siem Reap to visit Angkor Wat, the team flew to Bangkok where we spent another two days 
experiencing similar work there. Of particular interest was a visit to Thai Union, a large fish processing company to 
learn what they and others are doing to improve and protect the rights of the migrant workers who are employed both 
in the factories and on the fishing boats. Some encouraging signs but more needs to be done.  

Before departing Bangkok, a visit to the cooking class of the world famous Khun Poo was a must (“Cooking with Poo”)). 

This is actually a very worthwhile social enterprise which is greatly benefiting the poor residential area around her er 

kitchen – see https://www.cookingwithpoo.com  
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The little girl in the                         The team at the Killing Fields                         Cooking with Poo 
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The tour was an extremely worthwhile experience, not only the learning time with the organizations, but equallylly 
important was the time together as a team of like-minded people who could share with and learn from, each other. In In 
addition, participants were encouraged to fund raise or donate a target of AUD1,000 towards an End Slavery projectct 
before departing, further adding to the value of the experience. 
 
We would recommend any future such tours to all RAGAS members and indeed, all Rotarians who want to learn firstst 
hand more about modern slavery and what can, and is being done to address it. 
 
As a footnote, STOP THE TRAFFIK Australia was an active campaigner for the adoption of Australia’s Modern Slavery 
Act which was passed in November last year, and they are now providing guidance and assistance to companies as to 
how to comply with the Act’s requirements. See http://stopthetraffik.com.au 
 

 

      

 

 

       Eyes wide open: Slavery awareness tour of Cambodia & Thailand (cont’d)  

Rotarians against Slavery 

        Raising awareness about Human Trafficking in Southern California 
                         by Laura Dryjanska, International Ambassador of RAGAS 

 
What does it mean to represent the Rotarian Action Group Against Slavery in Southern California? This article 
features three examples of anti-trafficking efforts in the area of the city of Los Angeles and the neat, wealthy Orange 
County, worldwide famous for Disneyland. This area may be marketed as the fulfillment of many young people’s 
dreams of fame or the happiest place on earth. Sadly, modern slavery is lurking in the background, with thousands 
of victims exploited in prostitution, forced to work in massage parlors and other forms of this hideous crime.   
 

Course Development……University students have a heart for victims of modern slavery and desire to learn more 
about it. Over the past two years, I was able to develop and offer courses for psychology students on 
undergraduate and graduate levels. The key to engage them was the connection with local anti-trafficking 
organizations by inviting external speakers to the classroom. Moreover, the higher education today also includes 
technology. The members of the Rotarian Action Group Against Slavery, Judith Diment and Roberto Giua, were 
crucial for the development of an online course on the Biola Learn platform, available to the public at large and not 
only university students: https://learnapp.biola.edu/courses/18 This self-paced course consists of videos and other 
materials and is an example of raising awareness about the topic, featuring diffusion of knowledge on human 
trafficking and perspectives of professionals from different countries.. 

 
High School Outreach…..In the spirit of raising awareness, the Rotary District 5320 Governor (2017-2018) Ian 
Hicks had decided to award a grant to a project that would provide teenagers with information and an opportunity of 
interactive discussion about human trafficking. His idea of having university students share with high schoolers 
turned out to be a success. On April 18, 2019, at the Downey High School, 15 students of the human trafficking 
class at Rosemead School of Psychology interacted with almost 80 high school students. Past President of the 
Rotary Club of Whittier, Owen Newcomer, has briefly talked about Rotary, what we do and why. Then, following a 
short introduction, the high schoolers were invited to join one of the tables led by a university student. Four themes 
related to human trafficking and psychology were discussed and explored during four rotations. Thanks to the 
district grant, everyone enjoyed pizza, and materials and keepsakes were provided for participants, to help them 
remember the content and know where to turn for help.  

 
Whilst we cannot know for sure how many adolescents we were able to keep from making wrong decisions, 
certainly prevention and raising awareness in our communities is the key to start combating human trafficking 
before the damage is done. 
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       Raising awareness about HT in Southern California  (cont’d)  
 
Community Involvement……Lastly, an excellent way to keep up to date with what is 
happening locally when it comes to modern slavery is to connect with a local task force. 
Orange County Human Trafficking Task Force meets monthly for an update about local 
needs, presentation of new projects or ideas, and information about court cases of traffickers. 
It is not uncommon to find Rotarians among concerned community members open to use 
their businesses or other spheres of influence to respond to various needs.  

 
Overall, life in Southern California is filled with opportunities to combat slavery in a number of 
ways. While the crime is alive and well, Rotarians certainly stand out as concerned citizens, 
eager to know more about the problem in order to do their part. Various club presidents 
choose to dedicate a meeting to the topic of human trafficking, always followed by excellent 
questions and some new ideas.  
 
What is it like to fight slavery in your area? 

 

                       Unseen: For a World without Slavery 
                                        by Andrew Wallis, CEO. Unseen 

 
Unseen was founded in 2008 with the aim of eradicating modern slavery; our first initiative 
was a safehouse for trafficked women in Bristol.  Fast forward ten years to 2018, and we are 
at the forefront not only of supporting survivors, but of the UK’s efforts to prevent this crime in 
every sector and every area.  Our work is structured around three main areas in order to 
address the issue at every level – support, equip and influence. 

Support………..Every year we directly support more survivors of modern slavery than ever 
before through our two 24-hour safehouses for male and female survivors, and 
our Resettlement, Integration and Outreach programme for survivors in the community.   

Sometimes this support can mean the difference between life and death for people escaping 
situations of extreme physical and emotional brutality.  As one resident of the Women’s 
Safehouse said: ‘they give us hope, they give us life, they give us the chance to feel human 
again. This is very important. If I don’t have this house I gonna be dead, just dead, and that’s 
it, it’s just life gone. We need this house, we just need it.’  

Equip……..In 2016 Unseen launched UK’s Modern Slavery Helpline (08000 121 700), which 
is now a key tool in the national fight against slavery.  2018 was its second full year of 
operation, and it received almost double the calls and reports compared to 2017; indicating 
over 7,100 potential victims and making over 3,200 referrals to law enforcement and other 
agencies.  

We annually train over 1,300 frontline professionals from the police, NHS, local authorities 
and businesses to better identify and support potential victims. Shortly after attending a recent 
Unseen training, one employee of a local council reported a potential modern slavery case 
involving ten workers to the Modern Slavery Helpline, and fed back to us: ‘I don’t think I would 
have raised it as a modern slavery issue if I hadn’t had the training. It helped me to identify 
the kind of obvious issues and signs that modern slavery was occurring.’ 

We have also launched ‘Spotlight’, a schools training project, to reduce the shocking number 
of children being exploited in the UK, and chair two regional Anti-Slavery Partnerships, 
collaborative bodies of frontline agencies and other organisations working together to 
eradicate modern slavery. 
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                               For a World without Slavery (cont’d) 

 
Influence…….It was a report on modern slavery in the UK co-chaired by our CEO Andrew 
Wallis OBE that led to the government passing the Modern Slavery Act, and we continue to 
use our first-hand experience to influence policy and legislation. 

Due to the unseen nature of slavery, much of the information available about the crime is 
anecdotal. This lack of data is a significant barrier to the creation of effective strategies to 
eradicate slavery.  We publish regular detailed statistics and thematic reports based on 
redacted Helpline call data, which are shared strategically with law enforcement and other 
partners.  As Shaun Sawyer, Chief Constable of Devon and Cornwall Police and National 
Police Chiefs Lead for Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking, said: ‘The information 
obtained through the helpline is truly shaping operational decisions and strategic thinking with 

forces and wider law enforcement.’   

Helpline reports and other media and campaigning work build public awareness of the crime.  
Every month more people download our free Unseen App to help spot the signs of slavery 
and report to the Helpline.  

We are one of the only organisations in the UK who are working on the issue in this 
comprehensive way – from frontline work with survivors to national policy level, and 
everything in between.  We believe in partnership. Do join us - together we can end slavery. 

 

 

RAGAS Board for 2018/19 

 
Chairman:            Mark Little, RC of Norwich St Edmund (D1080), England. littlebmark@gmail.com 
Vice Chairman     Dave McCleary, RC of Roswell (D6900), USA  dmccleary@fms-inc.us    
Vice Chairman:    Stephen Sypula, RC of Stevenage Grange (D1260), England. stephen@sgrc.org.uk 
Secretary:            Harry Payne, RC of Burnham on Crouch (D1240), England.     
                                                                                                            harrypayne1@btinternet.com                                              
Treasurer and 
Webmaster:         Stephen Sypula, RC of Stevenage Grange (D1260), England. stephen@sgrc.org.uk 
Board Member    Tony Stokes, RC Box Hill Central (D9810), Australia  stokes9@optusnet.com.au   
Board Member:   Marleina Broadhurst, RC e francophone (D9920),  marleina_broadhurst@yahoo.com  
Board Member:   Chuck Fitzgerald, RC of Peoria (D5495), USA  chuckfitzgerald@gmail.com                                                                                                                    
Board Member:   George Belitsos, RC of Ames, (D6000) gbelitsos55@gmail.com  
Board Member:   Judith Diment, RC of Maidenhead Thames (D1090), England judith@thediments.co.uk 
Board Member:   Gillian Booth-Yudleman, RC Bay View Claremont (D9455), Australia 
                                                                                                                    shreveportgb@hotmail.com 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                     RAGAS Website:  www.ragas.online  
 
Disclaimer: The views expressed by the contributors are not necessarily those of the 

Editor or of the RAGAS Board 
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                                                                                                       ANNEX A               

 

       Working Together to End Human Trafficking – 7 May 2019 

                                  By Carol Metzker, One World Rotary E-Club 

A senator, an ambassador, corporate and government leaders, faith-based workers, a few 
lawyers and a handful of Rotarians walk into a room within view of the US Capitol. Who 
comes out?  

It might sound like the beginning of a joke, but it was reality on May 7, 2019, as leaders 
shared serious yet hopeful work at the conference, “Working Together to End Human 
Trafficking,” sponsored by international law firm Jones Day and the Rotarian Action Group 
Against Slavery, and organized by Dave McCleary. Who came out? Around 100 inspired 
abolitionists. What came out? Shared knowledge, new ideas and opportunities for 
collaboration.  

Conversation among panelists and guests focused on cooperation to take the fight against 
human trafficking/modern slavery to the next level. The vast range of speakers and audience 
participants also underscored the fact that human trafficking affects every aspect of our lives 
so we all must take action to end it and prevent further injustice. 

The Tide is Turning 

Speakers from various sectors noted that programs and presentations surrounding the issue 
have moved beyond general awareness. Over the last few years, discussions and initiatives 
have sought to share best practices and ideas about response, prevention and measurement 
of the impact of efforts.  

Hilary Axam, director of the Human Trafficking Prosecution Unit of the U.S. Dept. of Justice 
commented that in the past, working against human trafficking was like pushing an elephant 
on roller skates uphill in a rain and wind storm. Tackling the subject might still be hard, she 
continued, but the elephant seems smaller, there are no roller skates and conditions are just a 
drizzle. 

Corporate Response 

Leaders from companies that are common household names—Apple, Coca Cola, Marriott, 
UPS, Walmart—shared their current efforts inside and outside of their companies, as well 
challenges they face. Panel speakers discussed fighting human trafficking in their supply 
chains, exploitation of their business services (selling victims for sex in hotel rooms or using 
financial services for money transfers, for example) and educating the communities where 
they operate. Internal and supplier codes of conduct, employee training and campaigns to 
educate customers and other stakeholders are taking hold.  

While policies are always more difficult to enact and enforce than to create, some 
corporations are developing successful policies and practices that are being watched and 
adopted by peer companies.  

 Coca Cola’s policies include ensuring that their suppliers do not retain workers’ 
passports that would limit their freedom of movement; requiring that workers don’t 
pay recruitment fees, thus ensuring that workers cannot go into debt in order to 
secure a job; and helping workers understand contract terms.  

 Under its supplier policies, when Apple finds debt bondage slavery in their supply 
chains, it seeks to remedy the situation instead of immediately terminating a supplier 
which could send the supplier and its illegal practices to other buyers. Remedies 
include supplier probation and repaying workers’ back wages or recruitment fees. Not 
surprisingly, Paul Pyers—senior director of Supply Chain Social Responsibility at 
Apple—noted, the monetary penalty also serves as a deterrent to future similar 
crimes. 



 Some companies are educating customers and enlisting their eyes and ears in the 
cause. With the help of Polaris, Marriott is soon to roll out posters that inform guests 
about the indicators of sex trafficking. Nicole Clifton, vice president of Global Public 
Affairs at UPS, asserted that talking about “this subject does not tarnish a brand.” She 
advocated for addressing it with stakeholders and the public.  

 
Speakers also discussed changes that have taken place in their companies in recent years. 
Employee trainings have become increasingly savvy, moving from simple awareness to 
deeper levels of victim identification and response protocol. Companies are exploring the use 
of new technologies to help. Through United Way, UPS created a donor-advised fund for anti-
human trafficking charitable giving that has generated $1 million in employee giving. Walmart 
has seen its response to human trafficking progress from donating money to getting involved 
on the corporate level to employee-driven interest. All are looking at ways to measure the 
impact of their efforts on the issue and how it affects their business. Companies reiterated 
that they’re not working alone. Industry associations including Truckers Against Trafficking 
and ECPAT in the hospitality arena, government partners and survivors of human trafficking 
provide input and influence policies.  

Government Response 

U.S. government agencies were well represented at the conference, including the 
Departments of Transportation, Homeland Security, Justice, Health and Human Services, and 
Defense and the Office of Management and Budget. Their practices include employee 
training and regulations, transportation inspections, providing funds for survivor services, and 
review and transparency of government purchases.   

Katherine Chon, director of the Office of Trafficking in Persons at the Dept. of Health and 
Human Services talked about the importance of questions such as “How do we know that the 
workforce, such as healthcare, doesn’t have forced labor?” and “How do we know that 
medical products made with slave labor aren’t entering the country?” She pointed to 
examples of asking whether workers from the Philippines or western Africa were forced to 
work in nursing home facilities. She cited examples of children from northern Pakistan making 
surgical instruments and a Malaysian factory that produced latex gloves that was found to use 
forced labor from Nepal and Bangladesh.  

Tying together many aspects of response, Minal Davis—special advisor on human trafficking 
to the Mayor of Houston, Texas—presented the process and results off a comprehensive, 
holistic plan implemented in her city. She based the plan on analysis of strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities and threats of the Houston’s response to the issue. The initiative 
addressed victim recognition, screening and services; policies; law enforcement response 
and more. An anti-luring social media campaign launched with the nonprofit Love 146 
reminded parents to determine how their children were using social media. Of particular note, 
Houston’s examination of illicit massage parlors, ordinances and online advertisements led to 
a 38% decrease in internet ads for sex.  

Moving Forward           

Speakers listed action items that would help their initiatives be more effective: 

 Hold companies and government agencies accountable. Without a demand for 
accountability, it’s all too easy for attention to shift to new priorities and issues.  

 Keep good ideas coming about coordinated and collaborative plans, and how to 
measure impact.  

 Laws are only as good as compliance and enforcement. Keep pushing for the 
enforcement of laws and policies globally.  

 

According to Ambassador-at-Large in the U.S. State Dept.’s Office to Monitor and Combat 
Trafficking in Persons John Cotton Richmond, we are currently seeing a historic shift. Slavery 
was religiously, politically and societally endorsed for 4,000 years; now that is changing. 
Richmond asserted, “That’s why there is hope.” 



          ANNEX B 
 
              Anti-Slavery Symposium in Nottingham – 11th May 2019 
                                 by Stephen Sypula, Vice Chairman of RAGAS  

 

The ‘Symposium’ initiative, prompted by RIBI President Debbie Hodge, provided delegates 
with a wide-ranging insight into the world of slavery. The Symposium looked to encourage 
Rotarians and the Rotary movement to join with others in helping to develop strategies to 
progressively build slave-free communities here and abroad in support of the UN’s 
Sustainable Development Goal for 2030. 

RI President Barry Rassin joined President Debbie in setting the scene before having to 
[sadly] leave to attend other engagements.  The Symposium was skilfully and sympathetically 
chaired by Caroline Evans (RC Norwich St. Edmunds). Thanks Caroline. 

The Keynote speech was given by Cornwall and Devon’s Chief Constable Shaun Sawyer. 
The audience was rightly impressed by his commitment and dedication to tackling the 
challenge of modern-day slavery here in the UK. Since the passing of the Modern Slavery Act 
in 2015, Police forces up and down the country work with national and local authority bodies, 
NGO’s, voluntary organisations etc in tackling the challenge. During the period 2016-2018 
some 200 police operations were launched against suspected perpetrators but more needs to 
be done. Rotarians, with their organising skills and grass root contacts can play a vital role in 
helping to frame and coordinate local support initiatives as well as helping to signpost how to 
recognise and report suspicious behaviour to the National Helpline run by Unseen. Shaun 
also drew attention to the emerging ‘apps’ coming on stream. These include those run by 
Unseen (search Unseen UK in your App store); the Safe Car Wash app developed by the 
Church of England’s Clewer initiative https://www.theclewerinitiative.org/safecarwash and 
Stop the Traffic’s reporting tool https://www.stopthetraffik.org/stopapp/.  

Chief Constable Shaun Sawyer is also the Police National Lead for Modern Slavery and 
Human Trafficking. 

A difficult act to follow, but up steps Tim Nelson, International Development Director, Hope for 
Justice https://hopeforjustice.org. If you get the chance to listen to Tim’s inspirational talks 
please do so. Tim works with most police organisations in some nine countries and has been 
spearheading the organisation’s work in Cambodia looking to ‘unlock freedom’, with 
measures that ‘Prevent, Rescue, Restore and Reform.’ On this occasion Tim explained that 
some 9 nine years back when he worked in the finance sector he was invited to dinner with a 
friend and another who described himself as a ‘slave hunter’. The ‘slave hunter’ explained the 
crimes of modern-day slavery. Shocked, Tim gave up his lucrative job to make a difference, 
ultimately joining Hope for Justice. The latest Traffic in Persons (TIP) stats suggesting we 
have a long way to go. So far just 100,000 persons had been identified (0.25%), that with all 
the energies expended just 17,880 prosecutions (0.04%) had been brought, and just 7,045 
(0.0107%) convictions achieved. 

Kevin Bales, Professor of Contemporary Slavery, Co-Founder of the NGO Free the Slaves, 
the US sister of Anti-Slavery International, and a consultant to the UN Global Program on 
Trafficking of Human Beings amongst other posts provided an insight into the role of the 
Rights Lab, referring particularly to the use of satellite imagery to identify potential sites of 
enslavement – and therefore examination. This includes some 85,000 brick kilns in Asia.  

He suggested that to achieve better outcomes we need to engage with slaveholders in debate 
as well as being concerned about the victims, if we are to break the chains of historic 
bondage.  

He suggested that the percentage of the population in slavery is the lowest in history but that 
is no comfort if you are one of the 40 million enslaved. On the costs of economically 
eradicating slavery Kevin advised this was estimated at $23bn – the same as running the 
submarine fleet for a year. So, it’s doable! 

https://www.theclewerinitiative.org/safecarwash
https://www.stopthetraffik.org/stopapp/
https://hopeforjustice.org/


Next up Minh Dang, a survivor and Exec Director of the newly formed Survivor Alliance 

(https://survivoralliance.org/) – which Minh describes as ‘giving back control to survivors’ 

through training, education and empowerment. Minh is also currently a PhD student in the 

School of Politics and International Relations, at the University of Nottingham. Minh explained 

the great work they are doing and drew a standing ovation from the floor. 

Dr Alison Gardner, the Rights Lab lead for the symposium is also Nottingham University lead 

on ‘slavery free communities’ a ground-breaking programme of research focussed on local 

and place-based responses to modern slavery. Alison spoke enthusiastically about what we 

can achieve working with our communities and where to go to inform others. For more 

information on the Rights Lab visit https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/research/beacons-of-

excellence/rights-lab/about/index.aspx  

Executive Director Joanna Ewart-James Freedom United (which boasts ‘the largest anti-

slavery community in the world’), who is also Chair of the board of the Commonwealth Human 

Rights Initiative, was next up speaking to the topic ‘The role of Social Networks.’ by 

addressing the question ‘why are we not making progress?’.  

Chairman of RAGAS, Mark little reminded the audience that the Rotarian Action Group’s 

objectives are to create awareness and take action, working with NGO and other partners to 

bring an end to this heinous crime. Mark explained to the wider audience, which included 

members of the Soroptimist Society, as well as the public how we engage Clubs and Districts 

in supporting projects around the world and are actively engaging the Board of Rotary 

International to elevate its focus on slavery to reduce, hopefully eliminate it from the planet. 

Finally, but not least Paul Elms, an ex-policeman spoke on the work done by the Gang 

Masters and Labour Abuse Authority (GLAA) – a Non-Departmental Public body. The GLAA 

works in partnership to protect vulnerable and exploited workers. It covers sectors such as 

Agriculture, Horticulture, Shellfish gathering, and any associated processing and packaging in 

the UK. 

Thoughts on the symposium 

On behalf of the Rotarian Action Group I thank RIBI President Debbie Hodge, a PDG of my 

District (1260) for having the drive, determination and commitment to change the focus of her 

UK Rotary Conference by shining a light on slavery. Those attending were left better aware of 

the issues and how to assess and report suspicious behaviour.  

Sadly, no video recording was arranged by the organisers. That is a real shame as that would 

have also inspired so many more around the globe. 

I had hoped that the Rights Lab would have produced a summary model or guide for 

delegates to take away that would have given them the confidence to talk to their Clubs and 

encourage them to engage and drive the initiative to create local slave free communities.  

The work undertaken by the speakers and their organisations is truly amazing. Many more 

not represented at the symposium around the globe undertake similar great works … but to a 

point they work in silos. Rotary, more particularly the RI Board can and should now bring its 

organisational skills and grass root capabilities to make the abolition of modern-day slavery a 

reality. 

 
 

 

 

 

https://survivoralliance.org/
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ANNEX C 

 
 

   Draft RAGAS Itinerary to Cambodia and Thailand – Dec 2019 

Travel to Cambodia, arriving in Siam Reap by 5
th

 December. Team orientation and get to 
know each other. I will share my “WHY?” with you all so you understand how I became 
involved with this work and how “Project Starfish” was born, and I look forward to hearing your 
stories as well. 

Friday 6
th

 December: This day will be your opportunity to visit the ancient temples at Angkor 

Wat, and get a feel for the event planned for Sunday. 

Saturday 7
th

 December: Meet with the HAGAR team. Hear about the work of HAGAR and 
hear the personal story of recovery from one of their clients. Dinner with the HAGAR team to 
follow. 

Sunday 8
th

 December: Participate in the Run for Freedom” around the ancient temples at 
Angkor Wat, with around 10,000 other competitors from around the world. The participant 
options are for a 10km walk or 21km Half Marathon run. We are participating to raise funds 
for HAGAR through sponsorship. Our target is to raise $1,000 per team member to support 
their work in Cambodia. 

Monday 9
th

 December: Travel from Siam Reap, Cambodia to Chiang Rai in Northern 
Thailand. Transfer from Chiang Rai Airport to Rescue Mission for Children at Mae Suai. 

Tuesday 10
th

 – Wednesday 18
th

 December: Project activities at Rescue Mission for 

Children: 

 Reroofing Laundry Drying Area (old Asbestos roof had to be removed) 

 Refurbishment of younger girls dormitory bathroom 

 We also need to put in an irrigation system for the Guava orchard we planter in 2016 

– this project will be dependant on funds raised, and volunteer skills to complement 

the project completion 

 Other projects to fit skills of team members – e.g playground enhancements 

 

While we are at RM4C, we will be putting on an early Xmas party for the children. They love 
celebrations and it is our chance to share a special event with them before we leave the 
centre. For kids with no known birthday due to the fact they are born stateless, it is a really big 
deal for them all. 

Thursday 19
th

 December – Transfer to Chiang Rai airport. Fly to Bangkok and then on to our 

respective homes from there. 


